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RESOLUTION 633 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, MEAGHER COUNTY, MONTANA, 
PROVIDING FOR AN OPEN BURNING BAN WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

 WHEREAS, the State of Montana has seen an increase in dry conditions and wildland fires in 
recent weeks; and 

 WHEREAS, the Deep Creek Fire began Sunday, June 13, 2021 between White Sulphur Springs 
and Townsend along Highway 12, and has burned at least 2,000 acres; and 

WHEREAS, there are additional fires, such as the Robertson Draw Fire near Red Lodge and 
the Crooked Creek Fire in the Custer Gallatin National Forest in Carbon County which are drawing on 
Montana fire resources within the State; and 

 WHEREAS, City Volunteer Fire Department Chief Sam Peeler has expressed concern 
regarding the increased danger for White Sulphur Springs residents due to the current dry conditions 
in the area, which creates an increased potential for fire within the city limits; and 

 WHEREAS, the Meagher County Commission passed Resolution 2021-47 banning all open 
burning beginning on June 16, 2021; and  

 WHEREAS, the City Mayor issued a Notice indicating an Open Burning Ban is in effect for the 
City of White Sulphur Springs effective June 17, 2021 until further notice based on the concerns 
expressed by VFD Chief Sam Peeler and the status of the Deep Creek Fire; and  

 WHEREAS, the increased danger for fire merits the City exercise caution and marshal its 
available resources to monitor the situation and take necessary precautions to reduce the potential 
for fire through open burning; and 

 WHEREAS, “Open Burning” is generally considered to be any outdoor fire or smoke-
producing process which emits the products of combustion into the air without passing through a 
chimney or other smoke stack.    

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, AS 
FOLLOWS: 

1. Effective in conjunction with Meagher County’s Resolution 2021-47 and in accordance with 
the Mayor’s Notice of an Open Burning Ban, there shall be a ban on all open burning within 
the city limits of White Sulphur Springs until such time as the VFD Chief declares there is no 
further emergency, and/or until Meagher County Resolution 2021-47 is lifted. 

2. Open Burning shall be considered to be any outdoor fire or smoke-producing process which 
emits the products of combustion into the air without passing through a chimney or other 
smoke stack, and includes but is not limited to: agricultural burns, bonfires, open burn 
barrels (whether containing rubbish or other combustible material), open campfires, open 
fire pits, and slash pile burns.  It does not include road flares, smudge pots, barbecue grills 
which may be closed by a lid, or recreational fires which use a portable outdoor fireplace, 
provided such fireplace is sufficiently enclosed (with a chimney or other stack) to prevent 
sparks from traveling to dry tinder such as grass or timber. 
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3. Fireworks are subject to White Sulphur Springs Ordinance 365 passed in December 2018, and 
may be subject to an order from the VFD Chief cancelling any display or general discharge 
based on existing weather conditions and the hazards inherent in such conditions.  
Specifically, fireworks: 

a.  Are those permitted under the Class C “common fireworks” designation, 
b. May be discharged within the city limits only on private property of the owner, or 

with the owner's permission, or on paved city streets other than Main Street or 3rd 
Avenue South when such discharge is in a safe and sane manner, and limited to: 

i. Between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. July 1 through July 3; and 
ii.  Between 8:00 a.m. and midnight July 4; 

c. May not be discharged withing 150 feet of any hospital, nursing or assisted living 
facility; and 

d. May not be discharged as a public display without a valid permit.  

 PASSED by the City Council and the City of White Sulphur Springs, Montana, on first reading at 
a regular session thereof held on the ______ day of ___________, 2021, and effective upon passage.  
 

__________________________________ 
Rick Nelson, Mayor 
 

ATTEST:  
 
 
________________________________ 
Michelle Stidham, City Clerk 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Susan L. Wordal, City Attorney 
 


